
 

 

CSBA’s 2025 Legal Symposium for Experienced Board Members Agenda 
December 2, 2025 

8:30 – 9:30 a.m. Registration/Check-In 

9:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 
(0.25 hr. MCLE) 

Welcoming Remarks  

10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
(1.00 hr. MCLE) 
 
 

Immigration Enforcement on Campus – School District’s Obligations and Best Practices: This 
session will provide an overview of California’s legal requirements related to immigration enforcement 
on campus. This session will also discuss the current federal executive orders and their impact to 
California public school. It will include a discussion on what actions school districts must take to ensure 
compliance with California law while providing a safe learning environment for all students. In a time of 
uncertainty, it is important to ensure accurate information and training is provided to district employees, 
and this session will highlight best practices to ensure district employees are prepared to respond and 
interact with immigration enforcement agents. --- Amy Brandt, Senior Attorney & Yesenia Carrillo 
Attorney, Liebert, Cassidy and Whitmore 
 

11:15 a.m. – 12:15pm 
(1.00 hr. MCLE) 
 
 
 
 
 

Current (And Future) Brown Act Issues Facing Boards - Boards continue to face challenges from 
the ever-changing requirements of the Brown Act and the expectations for public access set during the 
pandemic. This workshop will focus on lessons learned in 2025 and preview changes coming to boards 
in 2026. --- William Tunick, Shareholder & Jonathan Pearl - Shareholder, Dannis Woliver Kelley  

12:30 pm. – 1:30 p.m. Lunch 
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 
(1.00 hr. MCLE) 
 

AB 218 Claims: The Liability & Financial Realities - Assembly Bill No. 218 eliminated the statute of 
limitations and claim filing requirements for previously time-barred lawsuits alleging childhood sexual 
assault. The result has been a wave of lawsuits against school districts and other entities stemming 
from alleged abuse that occurred decades ago. This presentation will examine the impact of AB 218 
suits on school districts as well as the inherent difficulties of defending these dated claims. We will also 
review recent case law and practical strategies for defending AB 218 claims and will explore financing 
options for school districts to help fund AB 218 verdicts and settlements. --- Sue Ann Salmon Evans 
and Keith Yeomans - Shareholders, Dannis Woliver Kelley  

2:45 p.m. –4:00 p.m. 
(1.00 hr. MCLE) 
 

Charter Petition Appeals After AB-1505  - In 2019, the state legislature enacted AB-1505, which 
reformed the standards and procedure for charter school petition approvals, renewals, and appeals. In 
this session, we will review how these reforms have been applied at the local, county and state level 
over the past five years, with particular focus on the presenter’s experiences litigating Napa Valley 
Unified School District’s successful challenge to the State Board of Education’s reversal on appeal of 
the District’s and County Board’s denials of a new charter school petition, resulting in the recently 
published first appellate decision applying AB-1505’s revisions to the law. The session will include 
discussion of the facts that supported the trial court’s writ against the State Board and the appellate 
decision affirming the trial court; takeaway lessons for local districts and county boards of education; 
and new strategies being tested by charter petitioners around the state in response to the case. --- 
Alex Sears & Mary Hernandez, Garcia Hernandez Swahney  
 

(4.00 hrs. Participation MCLE) 
 


